
Bonjour! My name is Sydney Shepherd, and as a recent graduate of St. Mary's High School 
in Owen Sound, I am honoured to be a recipient of the Georgian Bay Garden Club Bursary. I 
am currently enrolled in the Integrated Science program at McMaster University, where I 
will engage in cutting-edge science using interdisciplinary learning and hands-on research 
to tackle real world issues such as climate change. My passion for environmental 
stewardship began in high school as a member of the St. Mary's Eco Team, where I 
participated in projects such as building bat boxes to protect the endangered little brown 
bat and creating living fences to safeguard farmland. I also competed in Ontario Envirothon 
– a competition which challenges students to learn about and engage with the natural 
world – which instilled in me a deep understanding and connection with the environment. 
These experiences, along with my Métis heritage, have shaped my commitment to 
sustainability, and have shown me the importance of maintaining a connection with the 
land, in order to heal our world. They also allowed me to give back to my community both 
through the protection of our local landscape for future generations, and by fostering a 
culture of environmental stewardship where everyone plays a role in protecting the earth. I 
would therefore like to give my sincere thanks to the Georgian Bay Garden Club for 
encouraging stewardship within the Georgian Bay community, and  

 


